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PREFACE

This Reconnaissance Level Survey of the Town of Rochester attempts to identify
and evaluate the significant and potentially significant historic resources within the
community. The identification of these assets will aid both local and state officials in
their review of land use issues within the community and provide them with a planning
tool to safeguard the historic character of Rochester. Furthermore, this report will
provide the basis for later, more intensive studies that may lead to eventual district and
thematic nominations and designations on the National Register of Historic Places.
Historic preservation should be considered an important part of the overal plan that
guides the community's improvement and change; it should not be viewed as an
impediment to growth. Used properly, the Town's historic resources are valuable assets
to be preserved for future generations.

The Historic Preservation Commission was formed by the Town Board in 1987
out of a concern for the local historic resources. Loca Law No. 2 of 1987 [Appendix A]
provided for the creation of the Commission and set forth its purpose of establishing a
working list of the Town's historic elements and a means of preserving them. The new
Commission was charged with three tasks: to survey the Town's historic resources; to
incorporate the survey into Town law; and, to provide historical information and
architectural review to the Town residents. This survey is the first response to the
primary Commission purpose and will enable the fulfillment of the remaining two.

Previous unsuccessful attempts have been made to initiate an extensive survey of
the Town's historic features. However, the unusua rural development patterns of
Rochester, as typified by the dispersed agrarian settlement and few traditional village or
hamlet communities, impeded these efforts. In October of 1990, the Preservation
Commission met with Robert Kuhn and Stacey Mattson of the New York State Historic
Preservation Office to review past efforts and to identify a workable survey methodology
for the future. At that meeting, it was agreed that an overall reconnaissance survey
followed by further intensive studies would be the most appropriate and workable
approach. This simpler survey technique circumvented the difficulties of the prior
attempts and would, upon its completion, develop a working list of the known historic
resources from which future work might be developed.



The primary goal of the survey was to identify the types of historic resources in
the Town and to ascertain those most in danger. In the course of collecting data for this,
a list of individual properties has been compiled. This list is by no means
comprehensive; the compilers of this report experienced considerable difficulty in
deciding where and how to end it. Since some of the categories in the survey are
relatively scarce (i.e. eighteenth-century stone dwellings), there is more interest and
information available about them than for, say, nineteenth-century frame houses, which
are more numerous. The survey was initiated by assembling the known resources, which
centered about the stone houses, schools and churches, and expanded from there. In the
attempt to include as much as possible, the survey (which is uneven by category)
generated alist of properties numbering in the hundreds and adding selected properties to
the established set. This property list, when completed, will be the basis for the proposed
detailed survey which will commence upon the completion of this report.

This reconnaissance level survey is the direct result of the of the determination of
the Town of Rochester Historic Preservation Commission to carry out its mission. Under
the direction of past Commission Chair, Margaret Ellis Miller, and the present Chair,
Percy W. Gazlay |1, the survey has been ably guided from start to finish. One result of
that determination and guidance was the securing of a matching grant in February of
1992 from the New Y ork State Council on the Arts which has enabled the compilation of
this report. Matching funds were provided by the Commission's annual budgets of 1992
and 1993. Through the extensive hard work of the entire Commission, a broad data base
of the historic resources has been started which will lay the groundwork for more
intensive studies in the future.

Rochester Historic Preservation Commission Members

Percy W. Gazlay I1, Chair Janet Hartman, Treasurer

Nancy Copley Eleanor Rosakranse, Secretary
Alice Cross David Schaap, Vice-Chair

Milford Ebert Alice Schoonmaker, Town Historian

Clifford Hartelius Millicent Van Demark



SURVEY METHODOLOGY

The Town of Rochester Historic Preservation Commission initiated the
Reconnaissance Level Survey to broadly identify the historic resources within the
township. The survey, compiled under the guidelines of the New York State Historic
Preservation Office, will provide an overview of the historic development of the Town.
It was designed to meet two objectives. one, to provide the groundwork for future
intensive level surveys and later National Register Nominations, and, two, to provide
other Town of Rochester regulatory groups (specifically the Zoning and Planning
Boards) with a document with which to interpret the historical significance of localities
and specific structures which may come under their review.

This report consists of three principal sections. First, an historic overview of the
community is provided to develop an historical context for the Town's architecture.
Second, there is a description of the existing conditions of the historic buildings identified
so far. And third, there is a concluding set of recommendations for the incorporation of
this data into future studies and suggestions for future local action. Maps and
photographs of representative historic structures and homes supplement the report text.

This report should be considered a draft study which may be refined, revised and
expanded as new information is gained through further study. As future funding becomes
available, more information will surface to supplement what has been started in this
report. Indeed, a history of this nature is always evolving, and, as time progresses, new
events and buildings eventually become historic themselves.

Scope

The survey area of this report includes all of the current Town of Rochester.

Within the Town, twenty-three past or present historic localities have been identified,
each of which has been primarily associated with a former school district. When possible



Survey M ethodology

the historic features are identified with the historical community name; scattered or
remote features are identified with the nearest named area. Place names, geographic
feature names and stream names and courses have in many instances changed with time
and usage. In many instances, the 1875 map is the most accurate and, therefore, has been
used as the basis for many of the names used in this report.

Historically, there has never been an incorporated village within the Township.
The two largest and the principal communities in existence today are the recognizable
hamlets of Accord and Alligerville. In addition, there are a small number of border
communities that are outgrowths from hamlets in the adjacent townships, the most
prominent of which is Kerhonkson. And, lastly, there is a large group of
"neighborhoods,” or loosely associated areas that have come to be known by such names
as The Clove, Fantine Kill and Yagerville, some of which are no longer commonly
acknowledged today. A map of the Township (Figure 1) identifies the areas which are
recognized today. The following list describes both the former and currently accepted
place names that have been found at one time or another in Rochester

« Accord isahamlet that now includes the former Delaware and Hudson Canal port of
Port Jackson. The Main Street of Accord is now what was once Port Jackson and
runs perpendicular to the old Canal. The former Accord proper used to be across the
Rondout Creek along Route 209.

« Alligervilleisahamlet that straddles the Rondout Creek in the southeast corner of the
Town. This hamlet was centered around Lock 21 on the Canal and had a number of
small businesses that revolved around the waterway.

« Cherrytown is a population center in the north sector of the Town near the line with
the Town of Olive.

« The Clove is a former Marbletown school district and a neighborhood in the
southeast corner of the Town. It stretches along the Coxing Kill at the base of the
Shawangunks just south of Alligerville.

« FantineKill was a neighborhood to the north of Pine Bush. The nameis no longer in
common Use.

« Graniteis aneighborhood at the base of the Shawangunks, now generally centering
about the Granit Hotel on Granite Road.

« Kerhonkson (formerly Middleport) is ahamlet properly in the Town of Wawarsing.
The hamlet began as a Cana era community that now straddles Route 209 and the
Rondout Creek and extends slightly over the town line into Rochester.
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Kripplebush isahamlet in Marbletown along the town line and west of Route 209.
Kyserike is an agricultura neighborhood located on Lucas Turnpike which dates
from the early settlement period. The area extends east into Marbletown.

Liebhardt was a hamlet in a valey haf-way up Queens Highway near the
northeastern side of the township.

M ettacahontsis a population center in the middle of the township and at the junction
of severa important roads.

Mill Hook isamill community dating from the early settlement period. It is north of
209 and at the confluence of the Mill Brook and the Mombaccus Creek.
Mombaccusis an area north of Pataukunk on the road to Sampsonville.

Palentown is a neighborhood in the middle of the township near the Olive-
Marbletown line.

Pataukunk isadistrict just north of Route 209 on the road to Sampsonville.

Pine Bush is a neighborhood just to the east and up the hill on Route 209 from
Kerhonkson.

Potterville was a neighborhood along the Wawarsing town line. Rogue Harbor Road
isits connection to the rest of Rochester.

Rochester Center isaneighborhood north of Pine Bush on Queens Highway.

Saint Josen was a population center off the Berme Road as it runs between
Alligerville and Accord at the base of the Shawangunks.

Tabasco isadistrict north of Mombaccus on the road to Sampsonville in neighboring
Marbletown.

Vernooy Falls was a neighborhood in the northwest corner of the township along the
Wawarsing Town line.

Whitfield (formerly Newtown) is a neighborhood near the north side of the Town
aong the town line with Marbletown.

Y agerville is a neighborhood in the northwest corner of the Town which can only be
reached from the Town of Wawarsing.

This survey focuses, amost exclusively, on the buildings and structures of the

Town of Rochester. Only those elements thought to have been built before 1942 are
reviewed to reflect the minimum age criteria of fifty years for inclusion in National
Register of Historic Places. Of particular interest to the report, beyond the dwelling
structures, are the once numerous agricultural and commercial support-structures
associated with the typical small farms and home industries that predominated in the
community.
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When it is identifiable, an historic feature of any type or era has been included.
However, due to the limited resources of the survey, the more obscure elements were not
actively sought out. Specific items not covered in depth are archaeological sites either
before or after European settlement, ruins of buildings, and now abandoned roads
predating 1942. The report includes in the bibliography alist of the one current National
Register Site and the locations of the N.Y.S. Department of Education historic markers
found throughout the township.

Background Research

To date, no comprehensive history of the Town of Rochester has been written.
What specific information is available is usually found in larger compendiums of local
history, especialy that of Ulster County. Sylvester's History of Ulster County (1880) is
the best source of information on the early history of the Town. Additional material of
the early period is also found in Clearwater's History of Ulster County (1907).
Terwilliger's well-researched Wawarsing (1977) history aso provides considerable
information since the two townships were one until 1803. The later periods of this
survey, covering through World War Il and to the recent past, are reviewed by
Schoonmaker's Rochester section in Ulster County, the Last 100 Years (1984). The
Gazetteer and Business Directory of Ulster County for 1871-2 and the Ulster County
Directory for 1892-3 also enlarge on the activities of the local population by giving the
occupations of individual inhabitants.

Despite no specific references to Rochester, a considerable body of knowledge is
available through other early historical sources. Generalizations of the early community
can be assembled through Van der Donck's New Netherlands (1656), Cregier's expedition
journal (1663), and Van Buren's Ulster County Under the Dutch (1923), which offer
some insights on the earliest periods prior to the Cana era. In addition, an important
understanding of the built-community is available from the 1798 Assessment List for
Marbletown held by the New York Historical Society. The similarities in the
development of Marbletown and Rochester allow a number of comparisons to be drawn
from that data which help in understanding the nature of home development at that time.
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A number of specific references including Rochester's architecture have aso
been published. The most authoritative is Reynolds's Dutch Houses (1929). Tanner's
Ulster County Historical Society article (1938) on stone houses and the Junior League's
Early Architecture in Ulster County (1974) also are helpful, but limited in scope; the
unpublished material of the Junior League survey covering Rochester is more extensive
and includes both early stone and frame residences. Individual buildings and general
discussions of historic building and structure types are also found in various issues of The
Accordian.

A large database of unpublished materia is aso available through the Friends of
Historic Rochester Library at the Rochester Reformed Church. This material islargely a
collection of manuscript surveys that were done, partly in conjunction with this survey,
by various members of the Town of Rochester Historic Preservation Commission and
Friends of Historic Rochester. These surveys have identified lime kilns, cemeteries,
stone houses, school houses, bridges, religious institutions and other historic elements
found in the community. Elsewhere, the D & H Canal Museum in High Falls has an
unpublished survey of much of the canal and railroad beds with descriptions of the
features found aong them.

Historic maps from the 1850's and 1875 chronicle the general development of the
Town during its most energetic period. Of these, the 1875 map is the most detailed and
therefore the one used as the basis for many of the historical names assigned throughout
this report. Secondary map sources, such as Wakefield's Coal Boats to Tidewater,
include section maps of the Cana with some good details of the Accord (Port Jackson)
and Alligerville areas. The Ontario & Western map of 1951 in the Ulster County Clerks
Officeisuseful mostly for railroad features.

There are a number of local repositories for important historical information. In
Rochester, the recently formed library of the Friends of Historic Rochester at the
Rochester Reformed Church is collecting historical materia relevant to the Town.
Microfilm copies of the early Town Records are found here as well as at the Town Hall.
The Stone Ridge Library, Ellenville Library and Ulster County Community College
Library also have collections of material that relate both to Ulster County and to
Rochester.
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Census records are an important source of data in developing an historical
context of the Town. Origina published summaries of the New York State Census for
1835, '45, '55, '65, '75 and '85 are available at the New York Historical Society and
elsewhere. The summaries of dwelling construction, industries and agricultural pursuits
help in understanding the nature of the Rochester community during the nineteenth
century.

Field Survey

The starting point for the survey centers upon the 1875 Atlas map of Rochester
(Figure 3). Using this as a base map, the Town was covered by driving each road and
noting the historic features. Modern roads created after the cutoff date of 1942 were not
traveled. Private roads were also not surveyed unless specific permission had been
granted. Thus, properties and features too far from a public road to be seen have not
been included unless they were otherwise known. Each indicated structure on the base
map was checked in the field to verify its existence, material and condition. Structures
that could be determined as having been built after the publication of the map, but also
more than fifty years old, were also included in the survey.

The numbers used to identify the features recorded in the survey denote
properties, each of which may contain multiple historic features. The large farm
complexes in particular often contain a principal residence with numerous residential and
agricultural support structures which cannot all be individually listed in a report of this
nature. The numbering system used in this survey begins with the features identified in
the Junior League Survey of the 1960's and continues from there. Because there are
known gaps in that data and in this subsequent work, the numbering sequence is not
always consecutive by area. Instead, specific groups that were identified (lime kilns for
example) have been blocked together.
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

The Town of Rochester grew out of the origina Dutch settlement community of
WiIdwyckEl on the Hudson. At that time, the extended colony had a strong agrarian
character, with the initial inhabitation stretching aong the fertile alluvial basin of the
Rondout Creek. This pattern tended to disperse the population and, as a result, few true
towns or population centers developed. Later, in the nineteenth century, as the industrial
base of the township grew, this pattern continued with mill sites and small shops being
located in the surrounding hills close to the streams that powered them and the natural
resources that they used. Tourism, the third phase of development in the first third of the
twentieth century, capitalized on the open nature of the township and the diverse natural
attractions found in the mountains and valleys. Tourists were encouraged to visit the
countryside and escape from the city environment. Today, this same openness of the land
is responsible for a new enthusiasm and a rediscovery of the Town of Rochester for
weekend vacation and year-round homes.

Geography

The Town of Rochester is located near the geographic center of Ulster County,
New York, an arealoosely defined as the Mid-Hudson Valley. Primarily arectangle, the
township of dlightly less than 48,000 acres lies perpendicular to the northeast flowing
Rondout Creek. The Rondout basin runs across the Town's eastern half to the Hudson
River at Kingston, the county seat which is about twelve miles away. The pardlel
mountain ranges of the Shawangunks on the east and the Catskills on the west at each end
of the township bracket and define the more actively settled Rondout Valley.

The township is bordered by six other Ulster County towns. The entire southwest
line is along the Town of Wawarsing, which was created from the southern half of the
original Town of Rochester. Along the northwest is Denning. The northeast line is

1 The name Wildwyck reflects the earlier Dutch spelling of the settlement; later, when the town came under
the control of the English, its spelling was anglicized to the more familiar Wiltwick.
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formed in part with Olive on the northern quarter and Marbletown on the remaining
southern portion. The southeast line, which more or less follows the Shawangunk ridge,
is made by New Paltz to the north and Gardiner to the south.

Significant portions of the township are protected through a network of private
and public stewardship land holdings. At the western end of the Town is the 272,000
acre Catskill Forest Preserve which lies within the more expansive but less restrictive
705,500 acre Catskill Park encompassing four counties. To the east lies the private 5,600
acre Mohonk Preserve and the adjoining 11,600 acre Minnewaska State Park. Together,
the latter two preserves encompass a mgority of the Shawangunk ridge, both in
Rochester and the adjoining townships.

The geologic character of the Rondout Valley and much of New England stems
from an ancient Lower Devonian Period sea over the area called the Appalachian Basin.
This shalow inland sea of about 400 million years ago was responsible for the
sedimentary shale, limestone and sandstone that comprise the foundation of the region.
A later series of upliftings of the sea floor led to the draining of this basin and to the
development of the Allegheny Plateau at an elevation of from 5,000 to 6,000 feet above
today's sea level El This formation has been dramatically cut back by erosion to shape the
familiar river basins and Catskill Mountains, which now average only about 3,000 feet.

The foothills of the Catskills spread across the western end of the Town of
Rochester rising from the Rondout Valley. The highest elevation is found in the
northeast corner above Palentown at about 2,600 feet. The typica peaks in the Town,
however, are nearer to 1,000 to 1,500 feet, with numerous ever-flowing streams running
down into the Rondout. Most of these waterways have sufficient elevation changes to
have made them advantageous for improvement as mill sitesin the past. Numerous mills
for wood, grain, and paper were located along these stream banks prior to the twentieth
century. Here also are found dark sandstone deposits, commercially known as bluestone.
This stone was successfully quarried in the past and became an economically important
natural resource in the nineteenth century. Further below, in the northeast end of the
Town where the terrain drops into the lowlands, there are a number of soft, cavernous
limestone ridges with outcroppings that parallel the valley. These ridges were quarried
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries as building stone and as source for

2 Arthur G. Adams, The Catskills: A Guide to the Mountains and Nearby Valleys (Fleischmanns, N.Y .:
Purple Mountain Press, 1988) p. 17.
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agricultural and building lime. Later, in the nineteenth century, the limestone was found
to contain sufficient clays, with the appropriate silicates, to have been highly regarded as
a source of natural hydraulic cement.

There are five primary stream systems in the township with secondary named
tributaries that drain from the west. The Vernooy Kill is the southern-most; it drains
south through Wawarsing from the northwest corner of the Town. Next is the
Mombaccus Creek system, with the Mill Brook, Rochester Creek and Sapbush Creek
tributaries. The Mombaccus is the largest stream in Rochester and empties into the
Rondout just north of Accord. It is fed by the Mill Brook system along with the Vly
Brook and Mettacahonts Creek tributaries. Next is the North Peterskill (not to be
confused with the Peterskill found on the opposite bank of the Rondout) which drains
Lyonsville Pond in neighboring Marbletown. Lastly, there is Kripplebush Creek which
makes a brief loop through the township flowing from Marbletown and back again. Near
the point where this stream leaves Rochester, it passes through an approximately one-half
mile long limestone cave that is mostly under Marbletown. An entrance hole is located
on the upstream Rochester end of the passage, known locally as Pompey's Cave.

To the east lie the Northern Shawangunks. Here, elevations along the craggy
ridge tend to vary between 1,200 and 2,000 feet. These low mountains are of a
completely different nature from the Catskills, having been formed some 30 to 40 million
years earlier during the Upper Silurian period of mountain building episodes. The range
found today is the western half of a large tilted tectonic fold of quartz conglomerate
(sometimes referred to as Shawangunk grit) rising from beneath the Rondout and
extending southeast leaving large angled slabs that slope with the mountain-side. The
now missing eastern half in the adjoining townships was lost to glaciation and erosion
creating spectacular cliffs and overhangs.

The Shawangunks are unique as a geologic feature and as a habitat. The uplifted
white conglomerate forms a distinctive pale cap to the range that is easily recognizable
from adistance. Conglomerate isatype of rock made up of fragments, in this case round
quartz pebbles, that are held together by a cementitious binder. This composition results
in a highly durable non-porous stone that is resistant to erosion and abrasion. The
resistant nature of the stone rendered it as an important source of millstones during the
nineteenth century. In fact, evidence of glacia polishing and scratching still may be seen
despite almost 8,000 years of exposure to the elements since the last glacial episode.
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Because of this very durable caprock, the mountains possess many unusual
environments such as a Pitch Pine Barrens, a Dwarf Pine Barrens and many cave habitats
with apine characteristics. Additionally, there are mountain wetlands with swamps, bogs
and lakes.

One of the most striking features of these mountains is the series of five "sky
lakes" found near the ridge. The lakes, Maratanza, Mud Pond, Awosting, Minnewaska
(formerly Coxing Pond) and Mohonk, all possess extremely clear water, mostly as a
result of low nutrient levels and extremely limited runoff basinsEl Of these, only
Minnewaska is completely within the Town limits. Mohonk Lake straddles the town
line, with the eastern third being in Marbletown along with the Mohonk hotel complex.
Additionally, there are a series of perennial streams that drain northward into the
Rondout. The four principal ones all pass through Rochester; starting from the south,
they are the Stonykill, Saunderskill, Peterskill (from Lake Awosting) and Coxingkill
(from Lake Minnewaska).

Between the two mountain ranges lies the relatively flat Rondout Basin. The
valley rests at about 250 feet above sea level and forms a broad fertile aluvial basin in
which are found some of the highest quality soils in New York State, comprised of a
number of silt-loam varietiesE These highly productive flats, once subject to periodic
flooding, were the primary impetus to the initial settlement of Rochester. The creation of
the Rondout Reservoir, with the 1930's completion of the Merriman Dam in Wawarsing,
and later streambed modifications by the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers have now
tempered the Rondout's flow to mitigate this cycle.

The extended valley has always been recognized as an easily accessible corridor.
In addition to the Rondout's gentle flow to the Hudson at Kingston, there is an equal
southwestward continuation of the valley along the Beaverkill in Sullivan County which
flows south to the Delaware River at Port Jervis. The mildly sloping terrain with few
significant elevation changes has been used advantageously (initially pre-dating
European settlement) for foot, wagon, barge, rail and automotive transportation.

3 Kiviat, Erik, The Northern Shawangunks; An Ecological Survey, (New Paltz, NY: The Mohonk Preserve,
1988.) p.9.

4 Tornes, Lawrence, Soil Survey of Ulster County New York, US Department of Agriculture Soil
Conservation Service, & Cornell University Agricultural Experimental Station, June 1979, Maps: 94-96,
and 102. Among these silt loam soils the most prevalent is Unadilla, with numerous other varieties in
lesser quantities.

10
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Pre-European Settlement

The lands of the Rondout Valley area were occupied by the Delaware Indians or
Lenni-Lenape upon the arrival of the Europeans. More often, they were referred to as the
"Esopus Indians’ or Delawares, in English, and the Algonquins, which was their French
name. Numerous groups lived in what is now Ulster County, all being Munsee, a
principal sub-group of the Delawares. They were not, however, the first to settle the area.

Three basic Indian habitations have been described in the Hudson-Delaware area.
The first were the Paleo-Indians of whom little is known and who are periodicaly
identified by scattered discoveries of their characteristic clovis projectile points. They
are believed to have subsisted on wild plants and large, now extinct game when they
arrived, as the glaciers began their final retreat; they remained until around 6000 B. C.El
Subsequent habitation during the Archaic period (6000 to 1500 B. C.) was characterized
by a semi-nomadic culture more dependent on small game with "no knowledge of
agriculture and [which] made no pottery. They did some of their cooking by the hot
stone method..."El In hunting they adapted a spear-throwing device. The Munsees, whom
the Europeans encountered, were a woodland oriented group who had learned to
domesticate plants, make limited pottery, and developed an array of specialized tools.

The Munsees were a semi-permanent culture that established villages and traded
with neighboring groups. They were one of three divisions of the Delawares and used a
wolf totem as their symbol. Five basic groups (or tribes) of Munsee were described in
the region of Ulster County during the early seventeenth century. Of these, there were
two in the Rondout Valley area, the Warranawonkongs, the principal band, and the
Warwarsinks. These names were recognized by the European settlers in association with
the geographic area where a particular band lived.

Early descriptions of their communities describe palisaded "forts" or villages with
wigwams (a New England terminology) inside. Villages or forts were often sited near a
stream with open area for cultivation around it. When the land was depleted, after ten or

5 Julian Harris Salomon, Indians of the Lower Hudson Region, (New City, N.Y.: Historical Society of
Rockland County, 1982.) p. 12.

6 1bid., p.13.

11
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so years, the village would be relocated to an appropriate and usually nearby site. To
provide for agricultural space, the Indians would clear the surrounding area by burning.
In the freshly opened areas, the Indians planted a combination of corn in hills with beans
added several weeks later. In this manner they allowed the corn to act as support stakes
for the beans.El Plots are described as being of various sizes, with one larger area of up to
two hundred acres at a principal settlement near Kerhonkson.El

This last cited settlement is commonly caled the "Old Fort" in historica
accounts. In a well constructed argument, Fried has located this settlement on the
Wawarsing-Rochester town line just north of Kerhonksor@ in the area of Pataukunk,
possibly just in the Town of Rochester. This village is well described because it is the
site to which the Indians retreated after the June 7, 1663 burning of Hurley and
Wildwyck, commonly referred to as the Esopus Massacre. The fort was said to have
been surrounded by three rings of palisades set in a quadrangle; to the north and south
were gates. Within the compound there were ten dwellings or wigwams. The site was at
the foot of a hill and near a creek which washed near one corner of the fortification;
below it a flat tableland was spread out with plantings. Directly around the fort were
over one hundred storage pits of corn and beans. In retaliation for the Esopus Massacre,
the recently abandoned fort, surrounding fields, and grain storage were al destroyed over
the two day period of July 29 and 30, 1663, by a militia of over two hundred men led by
Captain Martin Cregier.

The Settlement Period (1663-1703)

The first-known written description of the Rochester area comes through the
journals of Captain-Lieutenant Cregier. Cregier, as the burgomaster of New Amsterdam,
was placed in charge of the Esopus militia shortly after the massacre. During his six
month tenure in this position he kept a dailly log. Two tranglations of this important

7 Pehr Kalm, "Description of Maize," Konglia Svenska Vetenskap-Academiens Handlingar, (1751 & 52);
trandated by Margit Oxholm and Sherret S. Chase, Economic Botany, #28: (April-June, 1974), p. 110.

8 Marc B. Fried, The Early History of Kingston & Ulster County, N.Y., (Kingston, N.Y.: Ulster County
Historical Society, 1975.) p. 72.

9 Fried, pp. 73-84. Fried gives a thorough description of the fort gleaned from the historical documents
available. A brief summary of hiswork is made here.
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journal are availabl e.@ Of particular interest is his description of the march into the then

unknown territory of Rochester and Wawarsing townships. His written notes, as well as
the first hand experience and verbal accounts of the men who accompanied him on the
July 1663 expedition, must certainly have sparked later interest in the region. The group
took two daysto travel to the site of the old fort near Kerhonkson. They remained there a
few days to raze the settlement and then returned home to Wildwyck in one day's march.
In that brief time, many men must have had an opportunity to assess the potential of that
new land.

The first settlement of Rochester is a speculative matter. But by the time the
Rochester land patent was granted on June 25, 1703 (forty years after Cregier's march),
there was already a solid contingent of established residents, numbering 334. In fact,
numerous early deeds with the Indians were executed prior to the establishment of the
patent. The issuing of a Town patent and a Town name was perhaps viewed as a matter
of governing convenience, since both Marbletown and Rochester were well inhabited
upon their establishment as townships. This act allowed for closer regulation and
administration on alocal level and recognition of a single name. The patent specifically
says "...the said town of Mumbakkus [sic] from henceforth [shall be] called and known
by the name of Rochester in the County of Ulster, and not otherwise."

Prior to the Town patent, a number of individual patents were granted by the
Kingston trustees and the Governor. The earliest significant one is the 400 acre Anna
Beck patent of November 19, 1685. That patent confirmed her husband's purchase in the
preceding year of land in southern Wawarsing from the Indi ans While this grant is not
in today's Rochester, it is an important illustration of the movement south from Kingston
(Wildwyck) and the new villages of Hurley and Marbletown that had been laid out in
1669 and 1670. Settlement in Rochester before this is unlikely, since there was initial
reluctance to leave Kingston for the closer outposts of Marbletown and Hurley after the
Indian troubles. However, with the defeat of the Esopus Indians, the easing of social
tensions between the Dutch and English, and the disbanding of the English militia in

10 One is in The Documentary History of the State of New York and the other is in Documents Relative to
the Colonial History of the Sate of New York.

11 Sylvester, Nathaniel B., History of Ulster County, New York, Philadelphia: Everts & Peck, 1880.) Vol. 2,
p. 208.

12 Terwilliger, Katherine T., Wawarsing Where the Streams Wind, (Ellenville, NY: Rondout Valley
Publishing Company, 1977.) p. 4.

13 Terwilliger, p. 3.
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1669, the Kingston community had already begun to look outward. The New Paltz
patent was granted on September 29, 1667 and numerous other grants were also being
approved, mostly in Hurley.

During this early period in Rochester, there were only a small number of land
grants given out. The Kingston trustees (as the closest governing body) issued some:
March 25, 1680, to Ariaen Gerritse Fleet, 46 acres, March 24, 1685, to Leonard
Beckwith, 290 acres; and May 14, 1694, to Tjerck Claesen Dewitt, 290 acresk4l Other
land titles are found in Albany and also demonstrate an interest in this area. Most of the
titles from this later group date from the mid-1680's, and deal with sizable tracts of land
around the Mombaccus Kill, ranging in size from 160 acres to 386 acres It is not
known if these particular early lands were immediately settled, but others soon were.

Captain Joachim Schoonmaker, one of the three original trustees, is often singled
out as having led the first settlers into the present-day Rochester. Thisis thought to have
occurred around the time of the Anna Beck patent.@ Early meetings of the Town
trustees, which included Schoonmaker, Moses De Puy, Col. Henry Beekman and
assistants Cornelius Switts and Teunis Oosterhoudt (all apparently being residents except
Beekman), were devoted in part to parceling out land in the new township. The records
of 170part|y reveal the extent of the settlement that preceded political recognition. To
define the new parcels, existing lands and their owners were often cited along with a
prominent water course as the only landmarks. While these do not provide an exact
description of the land, they do offer a glimpse of its inhabitants. The population records
would indicate a number of families, possibly forty or fifty, spread out through
Wawarsing and Rochester. In addition to the presence of numerous established plots of
land, there is also mention of both a saw mill and a corne-mill [sic] located on the
Mombaccus Kill (most likely today's Mill Hook or Boice Mill Falls areas). The
establishment of the mills, whose purpose would be to serv